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Ministry of Environment 

of Finland 

 

7 Aleksanterinkatu Street 

P.O. Box 35 

FIN-00023 GOVERNMENT 

Finland 

 

Concerns: transboundary environmental impact assessment procedure for the project 

concerning the lifetime extension for the Loviisa nuclear power plant located in 

Finland 

 

 

In response to the letter of 26 August 2020, ref.: VN/19135/2020, constituting a notification 

under article 3 of the Espoo Convention1, concerning the initiation of the procedure aiming at 

the extension of the operating permit for the Loviisa nuclear power plant (blocks 1 and 2) 

located at the territory of Finland, within which the environmental impact assessment, 

including in a transboundary context, is performed, please find the following information. 

 

Under the Polish national legislation, the provided documentation was submitted to the 

authorities competent in terms of the location of the likelihood of transboundary 

environmental impact i.e. to the Regional Director for Environmental Protection in Szczecin, 

Gdansk, Olsztyn and Bialystok, in order to express the opinion regarding necessity of the 

Polish Party to participate in the transboundary environmental impact  assessment procedure 

for the planned project. In addition, the following institutions were requested to provide their 

opinion: National Atomic Energy Agency and the Ministry of Climate. 

 

                                                           
1
 Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, draw up in Espoo on 25 

February 1991 (Journal of Laws of 1999, No. 96, item 1110 as amended) 



 

 

The documentation provided by the Finish Party was analysed in terms of a transboundary 

impact assessment, including protected habitats and species, Nature 2000 sites located 

within the maritime areas of the Gulf of Finland due to the identified interconnections 

between them and the Nature 2000 sites under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Poland. In 

addition, the Polish Party performed an exemplary simulation of the effects of emergency 

release of radioactive substances from the VVER reactor located in Loviisa. Calculations 

were performed with the use of source term estimated on the basis of data provided in the 

documentation. Calculations were based on adverse meteorological conditions – constant 

wind speed of 2 m/s towards the Polish borders. On this basis it was calculated that the total 

dose for an inhabitant living in the largest population location, after 7 days of exposure, will 

amount in 1.02 µSv. The results of simulation demonstrated that – even in the areas located 

in the vicinity of the NPP – no intervention levels for the intervention activities will be 

exceeded. 

 

With regard to the abovementioned, on the basis of information provided by the Finish Party 

in the letter of 26 August 2020, ref.: VN/19135/2020, as well as simulation performed by the 

Polish Party, I kindly inform that the Republic of Poland does not intend to participate in 

the transboundary environmental impact assessment procedure for the project in 

question. However, the Polish Party would like to express an interest in receiving further 

materials concerning the extension of the operating permit for the Loviisa NPP, including in 

particular the effects of NPP failure modelling which were referred to in the documentation. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Dorota Toryfter-Szumańska 

Deputy Director of Department  

for Environmental Impact Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc.: 

1. President of the National Atomic Energy Agency 

2. Director of Department of Nuclear Energy in the Ministry of Climate 

3. Regional Director for Environmental Protection in Szczecin 

4. Regional Director for Environmental Protection in Gdansk 



 

 

5. Regional Director for Environmental Protection in Olsztyn 

6. Regional Director for Environmental Protection in Bialystok 
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