
Networking with Impact





TURKU REGION 

22000

COMPANIES



11 municipalities

320.000 inhabitants

22.000 companies

2 universities

4 universities of applied

sciences

40.000 students



•City growth  Improving citizen wellbeing

•Creating economic competitiveness in a sustainable way

•Achieving carbon neutrality by 2029

Turku City Strategy 2029
Key goals



Future Today Institute 

estimated in their

2019 Tech Trends -report

the city of Turku 

as a seventh smartest city

in the world.

Turku is one of the smartest

Source:
https://futuretodayinstitute.com/2019-tech-trends







Long period of Growth – What happens after COVID-19

Turnover trends by industry in the Turku sub-region Jan 2010–Jan 2021

Lähde: Tilastokeskuksen suhdannepalvelu
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Employed personnel in Turku region and in Southwest Finland 

2004-2018/Q4

More employed

in Turku region

than in 2007-

2008!!!

So we have

created more

Jobs than was

before the

Finance-crisis

8.2.2019

?

Juha Pusila, Varsinais-Suomen ELY-keskus
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R&D exbenditure in Southwest Finland 1995–2019

Universities

Public sector

Companies





Board of Directors of Turku Science Park Ltd
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Chairman:

Niko Kyynäräinen, Director of Economic and Business Development, City of Turku.

Board members:

Minna Arve, Mayor of Turku

Piia Elo, vice-Mayor Turku

Jukka Kola, Rector of University of Turku.

Elina Rantanen, vice-Mayor Turku 

Matti Rihko, Chairman of the Board of Turku Chamber of Commerce.

Jukka Rinnevaara, President and CEO of Teleste Corporation. 1st Deputy Chairman of the Turku 

Chamber of Commerce.

Vesa Taatila, Rector of Turku University of Applied Sciences.

Moira Von Wright, Rector of Åbo Akademi University.



Five international clusters

Turku Business Region has five international clusters:
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Maritime

industry

Life Science

industry

ICT and future

technologies

Bio- and 

circular 

economy 

and 

cleantech

Experience 

industry 

(movies, 

games, 

tourism)



Triple helix model for networking with impact
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Business with a high level of expertise 

requires close co-operation between 

universities, enterprises and the public 

sector.
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Customer

contact

Company 

need: 

Screening and 

analysing

NETWORKS

- National

- International

CO-CREATION –

new partner 

companies

EVENTS

- Community of actors

- new contacts and 

customers

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

- Accelerator programs 

- Funding network services

- R&D

FACILITIES AND 

INFRASTRUCTURE

VISIBILITY in 

regional

marketing

SERVICES

Follow up and 

next steps

Services
Research

collaboration





Research and development platforms

Education, research & innovation

Business community

Business development

Drug 
development

Diagnostics

Biomaterials Imaging

ProHealth Growth programme



National cooperation

International networks and access points

Nordic collaboration





Business & Research
in Turku region

Approximately 100 actors by definition;

”companies that utilize or develope technologies, 

prosesses, services or products that prevents or minimizes

the environmental load” 
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COMPANIES

PUBLIC 

SECTOR

R&D&I

Triple Helix working model
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Material 
technology and 

coatings

Soil 
remediation 
and water 

purification

Processing 
industrial side-

streams

Biorefining and 

bio- based 
materials and 

production

Renewable 
energy and smart 
energy solutions

Core competencies in Turku region

The competitiveness of 

the largest branches of 

Finnish industry are 

strengthened by 

innovations from Clean 

Turku companies.
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Established networks for sustainable -business

Founding partners:

Ekoparks Bioindustry team

Turku region circular economy actorsSmartBio

Board members: Kemira (chair)

Berner, Kiilto, Neste, BASF, Helsingin 

yliopisto,Turku Science Park, Kemianteollisuus 

ry, IKEM (=Ruotsin Kemianteollisuus ry), TEM, 

MMM, Business Finland, VTT

Infrastructure builders
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Industrial clients
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Micro and small and medium size clients
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Smart Chemistry Park companies
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CleanTurku – Biobased production
Cellulose-based fibers will open a new future for Finnish 

textile industry
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CleanTurku – intelligent energy solutions, case 
Batteries





Materials Capital

Information People

Ecosystem – Smart Blue industry programme

• MDSS Digital purchasing 

chain

• Verification services

• Financing instruments

• Optimisation of the 

flow of people

• Improvement in 

guidance

• Autonomous cars

• Food and health 

services

• AR & VR applications

• High-speed data 

transfer (5G)

• Lifecycle 

management 

applications

• Enhancing of materials 

flows

• Autonomous carriers

• Surface treatment plant



Networking with Impact


